Comparative effectiveness.
To familiarize the clinician with the concept of comparative effectiveness. Recent data support the concept that utility analysis is the quality-of-life instrument best able to perform comparative effectiveness analyses. The use of time tradeoff utilities for comparative effectiveness analyses in interventions across diverse specialties of medicine can be undertaken with both excellent reliability and superior construct validity. Physicians should familiarize themselves with quality-of-life instruments that can be used to assess the comparative effectiveness of healthcare interventions. Rather than delegating comparative effectiveness to others, physicians must become involved in creating and implementing comparative effectiveness standards. Physician involvement is crucial for the best interests of patients, as physicians most intimately understand the complexities and nuances associated with healthcare interventions.